PRESENTATION TO DISTRICT 214 BOARD OF EDUCATION 
BY COACH PATERAS AND COACH BERGMAN

JUNE 6, 2007
Over the past three Spring seasons, a group of high school boys have gathered four afternoons a week to learn and practice the sport of Rugby.   This team, the Hersey Huskie Rugby Club, was formed by a group of Hersey students, who in 2004 as sophomores, approached me and Paul Bergman and asked if we would teach them the sport and schedule games on their behalf.  Playing within the Illinois Youth Rugby Association (which is comprised of 26 IL teams) this team achieved its 3-year goal of playing in the state championship game, held on May 28, 2007 (this past Memorial Day).  Unfortunately, we did not win that game, but as their coaches, we are proud to announce that they took home the 1st runner-up, or 2nd place, trophy.

While comprised primarily of students from Hersey, team members also came from Prospect and Buffalo Grove high schools.  As District 214 board members, you should be especially proud of the achievements of these boys on and off the field.  Countless times, Paul and I were commended for the sportsmanship and respect shown by the players to the other coaches, players and referees, before, during and after the match.  Per Rugby tradition, the home team hosts its opponent in an after-match social gathering, usually a dinner.  Here, the players get to meet their opponents and as a result, many are looking forward to the day when they will become classmates at college and teammates on their college or men’s Rugby teams.
But the accolades do not stop there.  As a result of their superior play, 3 players from the team were selected to represent the state of Illinois as members of the U-19 All-State team to play against other All-State teams in the Midwest All State Tournament and against a visiting U-19 team from Consett, England.  They will also play a curtain-raiser game before the USA Eagles, the national team, on August 26 at Toyota Park in Chicago.  The All-State players are Harry Bergman, Dan Bartlett and Nick Kruzel, all seniors from Hersey High School.
Please join us in recognizing this group of exceptional athletes, students and ambassadors of the schools for which they attend and District 214, in general.  We also hope that you will recognize the many other students who play a sport or participate in an activity, but do not earn the acknowledgement of the staff and coaches within their home schools, despite playing as a member of a team representing that school.  These athletes deserve our recognition. 
For more information about Rugby in District 214 and in Illinois, please visit www.herseyrugby.com and www.iyra.org.
