To future/current and former Stallions:
I see my decision to play rugby my senior year of high school as one of the best decisions of my life.  Some of my friends at school were talking about it, and I figured I wasn’t doing anything that Spring so I’d check it out. After that first meeting I was a little hesitant on joining because all I knew about the game was that you hit people a lot.  I knew NONE of the rules.  But I’d figure I’d go to a few practices and see how I liked it.

In just two or three practices I felt like I was starting to understand rugby and realized it was going to be a really fun sport.  If you rookies are a little worried that you don’t understand the rules or you won’t get much playing time, just hang in there.  Coach Bergman, Pateras, and White are really good coaches and are very eager to help you learn the game, and everyone will play.  Even if you start out on the B-side, that will give you something to work towards.  Many players started on the B-side and moved up to the A-side.  No matter what side you play on, the games are awesome and the adrenaline the moments before your first kickoff is insane.

One of my favorite things about rugby is the bonding experience.  Last year (2008) our team was about 80% percent rookies from about six different schools in the area—many of us from rival schools.  Since we were part of a team, we put all that behind us and it sounds fruity but we were all like brothers.  School didn’t matter, age didn’t matter…we all became great friends.  Even though the season is over, I still hang out with or talk to a lot of the guys from the team last year.  I’ll be sure to check out some games this spring.

Rugby also provides another great opportunity to get you in great shape.  Yeah, it sucks when Coach White punts 5 balls in opposite directions and you have to sprint around all of them, but the rewards are much greater than the pain.  We won most our games last year solely based on conditioning (the other coaches always said that).

My only regret about the Stallions is that I wish I didn’t wait till my senior year to join up.  It so far has been one of the best experiences of my life.  I am now playing for the Illinois State Ducks rugby club.
ONE, TWO, THREE, STALLIONS!

Jon Mak

Flyhalf 2008 season

