To all former/current/interested rugby players:

     In the fall of 2004, I had it with organized sports. I could not find one that I was good at and I was getting really down about it. After I heard stories about rugby from my father, it sounded pretty cool. Then I met two guys, Greg Pateras and Harry Bergman, and we realized all of our fathers had rugby backgrounds. We became good friends and brought the idea up to our fathers of starting our club; we had no idea what we were getting into.

     Through the first two seasons in 2005 and 2006 we learned that this game is the best there is. The first reason was the team was so close from the get-go. We all needed to learn the game and we came together to do it. Second, rugby WILL get you in shape. I still have yet to find a sport with so much speed, contact and required mental toughness. The best thing about the club was practice; yes were talking about practice. The coaches are on your level all the time and will help you with anything you fail to grasp. The first two years we went a combined 1-14-1. The best thing about those two years was the next one.

    Now after winning zero games in 2 years, what I am about to tell you is hard to explain. I think I will just start at the end. We lost only two games and finished second in the state. We blew out a consecutive string of opponents and really felt on top of the world. The reason for it was going through a learning period. Once we knew the game, were in shape and playing against kids our age, not 2 years older, we dominated. 

     As for what rugby really did for me is pretty important. It gave me success in athletics, as I made the select side (all-state) for Illinois in 2006 (with former player George Karkowski) and 2007 (with former player Harry Bergman ), both of us starting the 2007 season. It gave me friends that I will no doubt keep in contact with for the rest of my life. I could also call myself a rugger which is a great feeling. The only other thing I can tell you is JOIN THE STALLIONS NOW.
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